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A Message From The Superi nt endent

Welcone to the first stage of the
pl anni ng process for devel oping a
Backcountry Managenment Plan for
Gates of the Arctic National Park
and Preserve!

The Backcountry Managenent Pl an
wi || amend our 1986 Cenera
Managenent Plan for the park and
preserve in response to energing
chal I enges and conti nued
protection of the nationally
significant values for which the
area was set aside in 1980. This
effort will be conducted in a
regi onal planning context in

col | aboration with | oca
communities as well as broader
These days we
recogni ze that a national park
is not an island of itself but a
protected area of special values
within a region of other inportant
| and uses and di verse human
interests.

national interests.

al

As its title suggests this plan
wi Il focus on recreational uses of
the wi |l derness and backcountry
within the park and preserve as
wel |l as the commercial services

necessary to support those
O her inportant park
subsi st ence

activities.
uses like traditiona
activities are addressed in other
pl ans.

This plan involves preparation of
an Environnental |npact Statenent
and will benefit fromthe
specific requirements for

conti nuous public invol venent
inherent in that process. W
anticipate that this effort wll
t ake about 3 years to conplete.

This is the first issue of the
quarterly Backcountry Vi ews

In this manner we
wi Il keep you infornmed of the
process as it devel ops. The
schedul e of upcom ng public
scoping neetings is the first
order of business. Scoping of

i ssues and concerns in an open
house format will begin in |arger
towns and cities in early
Novenber to be followed by | ocal
scopi ng neetings in the many

newsl etter.

communi ties surrounding the park
We are enclosing the one-tine NPS
Regi onal Scopi ng Newsl etter that

descri bes the statew de process
for backcountry pl anni ng bei ng
initiated. The dates and

| ocations for the 4 urban scoping
sessions are described there.

| want to invite you to join us in
our efforts to preserve the nmany
heritage val ues of this area for
the benefit of both present and
future generations. You may
contact us via the internet at
gaar _backcountry_pl anni ng@ps. gov
or by sending mail to ne at 201
Fi rst Avenue, Fairbanks, Al aska
99701 or calling (907) 457-5752
Al'l docunents will be linked to
our website at <www. nps. gov/ gaar>
for continual electronic
participation.

interest in
Par k

Thank you for your
Gates of the Arctic National
and Preserve.

Si ncerely,

oD s,

David D. MIlIs
Superi nt endent
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